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EPISTL 6 
TO THE 
READER. 


ere is nothing more ut» 
reaſonable ani wnjust, 
then to Ja 5 wart 
piarn Fancy and an Idea of mans 
own brain, where things ave 
: rarried on ſmnoothly,and the whole 
: Ccene tranſabled without aity ron» 
Az tradifiion, 


BE -.. Epiſtle 
tradiflion from foreign bumors, 
in oppofition to the real praflice © 
of the World, Law-giverg, being 
to duel with ) ſeveral intereſts and 
bumours of proph who challenge 
a Prarogative in making 
Lawes by their obſervance of 
them , and force Law-makers to 
do as well us they can, their per- 
verſeneſs not permitting thentto 
do as well as they would, as that 
Plaftick, poiper A the Soul which 
ames 'our bodies into-this ex- 
atIneſs of ſhape (when, thwarted 
by -- the. ' ſlubborneſſe. of mat- 
ter ) brings. forth deformed and 
crooked birthes , yet ſo 7 ons 
A cenerntes. # the world groxn 
NO Ts of 


A 


their own ons that. 
a os will ao the 


Ges A.» of juſtice mee 24 


one ag hi 

that lickt the file = pleas'd: hey- 
ſelf with the ſweetneſs of her own 
blood : Theremote ſounds af Ju 
ce and other. mens re s 


being defin'd by the nearer barks 


ings oftheir own , thatit would. 


wake one as bard to fpeak, any 
thing which mm the leaſt deviates. 


from that rule publick authority. 
batb preſcrib' d in any thivg: leaih 
one ſhould incurr the 
being hearded- with them 5» the 


repre of being conceitedly _ 


The Epiſitc 


nated. But the truth is, it was | 


no ſuch doteing Love on my ovon 
thoughts which gave being to this 
Pamphlet, but a defere to ſbew to 
that Fanatick Party ( who will 
nat pay a civil Reſpect to; 
mtg able in Reaſon 72 
Religion the ſeveral DiftinSions 
amongſt men are , and to free in 
bonour the degree of GR frone 
that Echpſe it ſuffers under 2 
cloud of greater Titles, there be- 
ing kin g more of Nonſenſe 
then for Elder Brothers heredita- 
rily to wear naked Titles of Ho- 
zour , which Tounger Brothers 
bave not; Gentry being formed 
in Nature and Nobleneſſe, and 
excel- 


WIIKR 


#3 ths 


to the Reader. 


. | exce ob= 
fraaryu/ dos ge A Mer, 


as well as amongſt the PR 
breeds of Beaſts : 


Frm ſtrenuous Sires bold 
Sonnes proceed, 


Brave Horſes from a Gene- 


rous breed: 


Nor doth that awfull Bird 


of Iove 


Beget a weak and feakll 
; Dove. 


'Fhe Epiſtle? 


"This Nobleneſſe of "Temper 
running equally to all the Chil- 
dren , and is that which diſtin- 
guiſheth Families ( Antiquity 
of race being a thing merely in 
fancy , Trme giving nothing of 
right to any thing ) And there. 
fore in all Reaſon all Brothers 
ought to be in Honour Equal : 
but the conſideration that men 
are not fatally what they gre, as 

| Bea$ts are, but hawe a Liberty 
of "Will, and a capacity of being 
improved by Education," hath 
made me negle& to make uſe of 
this Foundation ( though real, 
and made uſe of by Saint Paul, 


wrAen 


to the Reader. 
when fer$t to exalt himſelf, he boa- 
Fling that be was # reward 6f the 
ſeed of Abraham ) ## the enſuing 
Diſcourſe. But the chiefeſt'in- 
ducement. was, to ſhew "the 
Excellency of Monarchital Go- 
vernment above. that of Coln- 
mon-wealth , where Propriety 
and the greate$i Intereft is the 
| rule of Honour , 'it naturally vt#- 
ging towards Heathoniſme, pro- 
moteing * \Covetouſneſſe in the 
World, which Religion tells 
6) Hp - = of all Evilt, 


notbing ſenſe Yo 
on vey, d ; in the + FoFRs d) 
| bes, more then that Mens Jj- 


 fereſts 


The Epiſtle: 
zerefls makes them af to their 
- atmolt prudence , and therefore 
fit that Law-makers ſhould be 
ently concern'd in their 
own Intereſt, leaſt they play 
the Wanton ? with Lawes, as 
School Divines have done in 
Divinity ; when as the grounds 
that Ferne in bis glory of Ge- 
ity and other Heranlds give 
of the Degree of GENTRT, 
is" "farre more Rational , and 
does more Naturally fall an 
with Chriſtian Religion. Vir« 
tue ;,, Learning, aud the Ac» 
compliſhments of Rational Crea» 
tures being the Source. and 
Ground 


to the Reader. 


Ground of GENTRY, Ri 
ches being onely an Attendant 
and neceſſarily conducing to il» 
luſtrate their Virtues. 


A Vinds- 


KA Sh 5a 


(1) 
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A Vindication of the Degree 


of Gentry in oppoſe tion to 
Titular Honours ' and the 


humonr of Riches , being 
the meaſure of pr 29nv} 


ba mu}c intereſts and preroga- 
& Ra tives of Princes, are uſu- 
WO Up ally folded up in milts, 

— and carried in theClouds, 
his they become ſuperſtiti- 
ously reverenc'd, they exacting the 
utmoſt abilities of all loyal perſons 
to their ſupport, not their curioſity 
too narrowly to pry with Eagles 
eyes into them, diſtinhelſs ot ap- 
prehenfion taking off admiration 3 


And traths oy and diſtinctly 
under - 


(2) 

underſtood, have not that preva- 
lent influence upon vulgar Spirits, 
as when as in ſhadowed Pictures 
there is ſomething of ignorance 
left obſcurely to flutter upon their 
imaginations. That to ſpeak clear- 
ly and freely of the prerogatives of 
Princes may ſeem to give too fami- 
liar a view to the World of them, 
and occaſion an irreverence and 
diſreſpe&t. But truth does not love 
concealment ; and it was the filly 
fondneſs of mankind, which made 
gilded and misled errour more pru- 
dentially uſeful in the World, then 
fober and naked truth, (Children 
delighting in the glitterings and 
ſhinings of Cockle-ſhels,more then 
m the greater ſplendour of Pearls 
and Diamonds) that it would be 
now injurfous to the more inge- 
nuous Civiliz'd World, as well as 
to truth, to attempt to delude 

them 
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(3) 

them with the ſpeciouſneſs of er- 
rour,, when they are become fo 
ſagacious as to diſcern betwixt 
truth and falſhood, and it is no 
les fond then injurious tor the ex- 
cellency of Monarchical Govern» 
ment, (which is eſtabliſh'd upon 
ſuch firm principles of reaſon, that 
it dares the light , and ſcorns to 
ſhelter it ſelf under the wings of 
errour, and be oblig'd to the good 
Natur'd charity of any to admit 
its excellency) to be timorous in 
ſhewing ſome miſtakes and defects 
in it, (nothing on Earth being fo 
compleatly perfect, which hathnort 
its defets and allayes) the diſeos 
very of which ſerving but as foyles 
to ſet more clearly off their beauty, 
or as exceptions to illuſtrate 'and 
confirm a Rule. Therefore I ſhall 
without any ſcruple ſpeak my 


thougats concerning the preroga- 
B 2 tive 


(4) 


tive of Kings in conferring of Ti- 
tuler Honours, — 
does more conduce to Monarchies 
Intereſt, then falſhood can, it be- 
ing indifputably certain, that as it 
is the Intereſt of Subjeds for the 
Prince to have a Jarge prerogative 
in ſubſtantial power, (to be fur- 
niſhed with a large Revenue, and 
the Militia in His fole Command) 
that he ſhall not be ſubject to be 
bearded 'by the humour of every 
diſcontented Party, ſoit isequally 
their intereſt to have the preroga- 
tive certainly bounded and limited 
In things which are not ſubſtanti- 
ally uſeful. but may ſerve to vex 
men into” difcontents, of which 
nature I am apt to think the immo- 
derate increaſe of Titular Honours 

are. 
Amongſt the many prerogatives 
a(tending on the Crowns and Fa- 
| milies 
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(5) 
milies of Princes, there's none poſli- 
bly can be ſo gratifying and fſatisfa- 
ory to an ingenuous nature, as to 
havea right tobe ina large capa- 
city of doing .good ,. this making 
them approach nearer to the ſu- 
pream , being whoſe Vicegerents 
they are, mercy and goodneſs be- 
ing His chiefeſt attributes, -And fo 
tenderis our Law of this preroga- 
tive, that it is become a maxime, 
that the King can do no wrong 3 
the Law interpreting all His Acts 
void , which proves injurious to 
others, He being ſuppoled above 
all the little enmities and piques, 
that leſſer Powersare apt to be in- 
tangled with, that ſuch Afsmuſt 
needs proceed from miſtake:; He 
ating injuriously in them to him- 
ſelf , in deviating from His own 
prerogative of doing good. But 
not onely the fingle Acts of the 

B 3 Prince, 


| (6) 
Prince, but Ads of Parliament , 
where the whole — Pow- 
er is concem'd, when thwarting 
the Law of Reaſon, | ita Ihr 
Religion, have been a 
voids that if the conferring 
of any Titular Honours ſhall prove 
of this Nature injuriousto others, 
and contrary tothe Law of Nature 
and Religion, and to Monarchy it 
ſelf , there can be no doubt but 
they are void in themſelves, and 
that there can be no ſuch Titles. 
The better to ſhew how farthey 
are conſiſtent with Religion, and 
conſequently are in the Princes 
prerogative, 1t will be beſt toſhew 
what diſtinfticns amongſt men Re- 
ligion allows of ; truth not onely 
Iluſtrating and revealing it ſelf, 
bur is as a Rule whereby the wind- 
ings and crookedneſs of errour 
may be diſcovered. 
Religion 


(7) 
Religion therefore ſeconding the 
map /aman given and implanted 
y Nature. upon old age, com- 
mands a reſpe& and honour to be 
iven to them. Youths to riſe u 


and honour the hoary head, whic 

_— the more ſublime and re- 
fined Heathens hath been approy'd 
on. Jevenal ſpeaking of the golden 
age, ſayes 


And capital the crime was 
then, 

If youths would not riſe up to 
ag'd men. 

A boy to any beard, although 
the lad 

More Strawberries more 
heaps of Acorns had. 

Four years precedence was ſs 
much eſteem'd, 

Part of old age the chir's firſt 
down then ſeem'd. 


B 4 Religion 


3. 

Religion wiſely conſidering that 
Experience is the Mother of Wil- 
dome, moral truths in fine con- 
templative tempers, beeing but 
ſeen in Landſcip 3 experienc'd old 
age deſcrvedly challenging a re- 
ſpe&t and honour, as carrying in 
them the wiſdome of the World : 
Novices and Pupils being to give 
credence and belief, not diſpute 
their dictates ; reverence and ad- 
miration being the firſt -Spurs to 
Knowledge 3 which advantage, if 
Youth was depriv'd on, and allow- 
ed the authority of bearded old 
age, they'would reſt confident in 
their own apprehenſions, and by 
their _ prejudice, the experi- 
ence of the World would be loſt, 
and wiſdome and knowledge de- 
icend again intoits ſwadling clouts. 


But there is an old age as to parti- - 


lars: Hethat hath ſpent ſame years 


LCP ee, OI TY, © «uy ; 
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| (9) 
in the ſtudy. of the Laws, bein 
older as to that, then one who 
chance and ſcattered experience 
hath informed him of. ſome few 
things init : fo civility of educati- 
on, which makes the common di- 
ſtintion of Gentleman and Pea- 
ſant, will continue good in Reli- 
gion, the advantages of converſe 
and education in few years equal- 
ling and outſtripping the others old 
age. But this ditindtien of Gentle- 
manand Peaſant is not onely au- 
thorized in Scripture , as comming 
under the notion of old age, but 
alſo as coming under the rule of 
decency, it being ornamental to 
humane ſocieties, and beautiful in 
it ſelf, there being a pleaſing be- 
comingnelſs in behaviour , which 
hath ſomething of beauty in it, and 
1s ſufficient to plead in excuſe even 
of deformity, the Gentry of each 
Nation 


(10) 
Nation acting handſomely, ſutable 
m their behaviour to the temper 
of their Countrey, hath at once 
ſomething of beauty and the per- 
tinency of reaſon coucht in it : the 
airy . French ating ſutable to. the 
| ns rs of their temper: the 
olemn Spariard to his gravity 3 
each Nations deportment being 


improper and ay ear" to the 
natural temper of the other, that 


thoſe Travellers that writhe them- 
ſelves into foreign poſtures, are as 
a Novice that is to bear his part in 
Song, he taken with the pleafant- 
neſs of anothers ſinging, forgets 
himſelf, quitting his own part, and 
ſtraming at the others voice, ſpoils 
the whole harmony. But further 
as the gratitude of Heathens did 
riſe proportionably to the bencfits 
they received, they conſecrating 
them Heroes who had conſidcrably 

benefitted 
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benefitted any particularCountrey; 
and thoſe who boſs benefits were of a 
more defuſive Nature , and ex- 
tended to univerſal mankind, they 
created Gods. So Chriſtianiry to 
Magiſtrates, .and to Miniſters, that. 
have gait'd a tender ſenſe of hu- 
mane miſery, and have their ſouls 
tun'd bp to that ſmart pitch, that 
they can as fenſibly find the plea- 
ſure of doing good , as of the 
twinges of pain, and do actually 
become beneficial by their chart- 
table induſtry in r imploy- 
ments to the World, a double <ul 
nour isto be allowed ; and to any 
that are particularly beneficial to 
others, Chriſtiamty and the Law 
of Gratitudeallows them a reſpect 
and honour from them, (they gi- 
ving it to expreſs their own grati- 
tude,not to pleaſe the others pride) 
Children being to honour their 

Parents, 


012) 

Parents, Servants their Maſters. 
Neither does Chriſtianity. negle& 
to allow men all fair encourage- 
ments to vertue, giving them the 
juſt tribute of fame for all vertu- 
ous actions : Mary's Spikenard be- 
ing to be preach'd as far as the 
Dove-like Goſpel ſpread its Wings; 
nor omits it to enflame men - to 
handſome and generous. aftions, 
by propoſing others vertuous deeds 
as objects of their emulation : the 
forward charity of ſome being in 
Scripture made uſe of as provoca- 
tives to others, whereby the badges 
of Families Coat-armory , which 
are given as Enſigns and Memorials 
of their Anceſtors vertues which 
firſt merited them, and are pro- 
vocatives to poſterity of a gene- 
rous imitation of them, becomes 
juſtifiable in Religion, And fo 
moderate with us was prudent 

Antiquity 


(13) 
Antiquity in Titles of Honour,that 
there was none which might not 
be juſtifiable in Reaſon and Reli- 
gion , they confining themſelves 
within the bounds of Gentry , 
Knighthood , Baron, and Earl ; 
the laſt, being a more ſplendid de- 
gree © Py, and were Go- 
vernours generally of Counties. 
Baron 1s a | 74m juriſdiction, and 
Knighthood had its employments 
allotted -ro, it. The Coroners of 
Counties to be Knights, or men of 
ſuch an eſtate that were compel- 
lable by Law to take upon them 
that degree, though 1t 1s juſtifia- 
bleas a perſonal badge of honour, 
it being a teſtimomal from the 
Prince of their Merit and Service 
they have done their Countrey : 
But Princes not being omniſcient, 
it ſufficeth that they poſitively re- 
ward thoſe that haye done good 


Service, 


(14) 
Service, and come to their notice, 
without giving them a precedency 
afore others, whoſe Merits and 
Services they know not : Religion 
commanding that each in Honour 
ſhould prefer one afore another, a 
pert proud humour being not to be 
pleaſed in any : and it 1'as ill fa- 


vour'd for them toſay, give place, | 


I am a Knight, and a more de- 
ſerving Perſon then you, as for the 
Phariſee to ſay, Stand off, I an 
more holy then you  Kmighthood 
being onely a bare teſtimonial of 
their merit, they being to fatisfie 
themſelves with the reſped& that 
men voluntarily pay them, as men 
eminently vertuous or learned, Na- 
turally contract a reſpe& to them- 
ſelves, which is vaſtly more fatis- 
factory to a rational ingenuous Na- 
ture, then to pleaſe a Womaniſh 
pride in haying a right to go out of 

the 
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(15) 
the Door firſt, which is not in a 
Princes Prerogative to give, it be- 
ing below the Majeſty of a Prince 
to become an Inſtrument of His , 
Subjects Pride, He beſtowing Ho- 
nour that others might emulate 
their Vertue. And it 1s the Prero- 
=_ of old Age implanted by 
ature and Religion on them, to 
have. a cuſtomary Reſpe& paid 
them, which the Prince cannot 
deprive thetn of, but in reſpett of 
a concurrent Juriſdiction, eminent 
Service, Employment, or Educa- 
tion that younger Perſons have 3 
yet for this thing of precedency 1s 
Titul ar Honours ſo much coveted, 
(the Horſe that carries the Bells 
ever going firſt) the firſt inſtitutt- 
on of them being wholly vaniſh'd, 
and to pleaſe a Womaniſh pride 
of going out of the Door fir{t, of 
fitting uppermoſt at Tables, is _ 
ole 


(16) 

ſole cauſe of them; inventions 
which generally ſignifie nothing , 
and have nothing of convemency 
in them, but are onely to pleaſe 
a Childiſh proud hamour, when 
as our Chronicles tells, that King 
Arthur inſtituted in prudence His 
Round Table, to avoid Queſtions 
about precedency. The negleCting 
of which piece of prudence,and the 
robbing old Age of 'its Birth-righe 
by Titular Honours, ' hath occaſi- 
oned great diſorders in the World, 
as will be evident from theſe en- 

ſuing reaſons. 
From the excellency of Monar- 
chical Covernment, it following 
the inſtitution of Nature,gratifying 
our Fancies, as well as Reaſons, 
and by a Noble ayrineſs exceeding 
the groveling dirtines of a Com- 
monwealth, where to gain a Bur- 
*omaſters Eſtate is to become ho- 
h nourable, 


ou of (Cv oa 
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(17) 
nourable, as much as the ingeriu- 
ous ſence of Muſick Poeſy exceeds 
the groſſeneſs of ſenſuality. But 
when Monarchies do too much 
purſue the airyneſs of their own 
Government, ' and become”-even 
wanton in an unmeafurable in- 
creaſe of Titles, they -unwarily 
yan into the contrary extream of a 
Commonpealth, in making Riches 
the meaſure of Honour, in pow 
portioning to | every | degree 
delantons and Eſtate, ſeveral Ti- 
tles, and thereby deſtroys Gentry: 
the ſubſtantial ground-work of 
Monarchy, (the ingenuous acconm- 
plſhments of rational Creatures, 
eing the great meaſure of Hogour 
in Monarchies and Univerſities,” as 
Riches are in Commonwealths and 
Corporations) there being norich 
Man which is not an Eſquite, and 
above the degree of Gentleman, 
C nor 


(18) 
nor-nothiving Grafier or Mecha-. | 
nick-thati hath made his Child 
happy, in morung the Proverb 
good, but if he pleaſe may ſtrut it 
in a Baronſhip, and become one 
of the head Gentry of his Country. 
King Jewes in His inſtitution of it 
calling it a degree of Blood, when 
as Heralds in their diſcourſes con- 
cerning Gentry will not allow 
Riches a cauſe ſufficient to make a 
Gentleman 3 Honour as ill-favour- 
edly becoming groſs tempers, as 
the Afﬀes clambering upon his 
Maſters Shoulders, in imitation of 
the Hound that faun'd upon him, 
And though amongſt the Romans 
the firſt diſtinGtion was of the 
wealthieſt Citizens, ( yet it was 
there of the eldeſt, and of men 
equally educated, all being of a 
Corporation ) which they call'd, 
Patricii, or Patroni © Plebeii, or 

Clientes 3 
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Chientes ; the firſt being Fathers as 


it were to the latter, they aſliſting 
and helping them in their cauſes 
that ſought to them, and fo great: 
was the mutual love and duty be- 
twixt them , that it was Treaſon 
for either party to inform, or give 
voices, or fide with Adverfaries 
againſt one another; it being rati- 
onal for them to pay reſpect to 
their Patrons, when they were ſo 
eminently beneficial to them : bur 
for men to challenge a refpett and 
reverence by | reaſon of their 
Riches, (whenthey oblige not the 
World with them by any publick 
beneficial as; the World honour- 
ing them, like a company of 
Hounds that ſtare onely at him 
that hath a Bone in his hand) is 
vaſtly unreaſonable, and the con- 
ſideration of that rate that Rents 
run at, and the dearth of Charity 

| C 2 that 
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that there is, and how little Ma- 
ſters concern themſelves in the ad- 
vancement of their Servants, wall 
ealily inform one how little the 
World is beholding to rich Men. 
But to the Titles which are gained 
by Riches, and to that reſpe& 
which thereupon is paid them, is 
to be 1419, je decay of Cha- 
rity and Hoſpitality z the ancient 
free Engliſh Bar being 
as much forgot, as Pious and Cha- 
ritable Uſes are , there being no 
ancient Gentleman of a moderate 
Revenue, that can fit down qui- 
etly and ſing a Requiem to his Soul 
chearfully , enjoying his Eſtate a- 
mongſt his Neighbours, but he ſhall 
have a Niggard Neighbour, emi- 
nent for nothing but parcimony and 
thriving glory, ſtart up his ſuperi- 
our Gentleman clad in a Baronet- 
hip, Families being in each age 

to 
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to begin afreſh, and contend for 
an immoderate wealth, to keep 
themſelves from ſinking below the 
meaneſt. And no clearer argument 
can. be given of the truth of this, 
then the experience of the late un- 
happy Times, when Monarchy 
ſuffered an Eclipſe : Riches then 
being the compleat meaſure of 
Honour , and Men by any ways 
contending for Riches, there not 
being an ACt of publick Charity, 
or a good Houſe kept by any in 
compariſon of former times ; that 
to diveſt Men of the Honour and 
Reſpet their Riches gain them, 
is to let them underſtand the 
true uſe of them , Religion tel- 
ling us itis a price of happineſs to 
give. 
But not onely Charity and Hoſ- 
pitality is deſtroyed by thele feve- 
ral Tiles, (Mens ambitions think- 

C 3 ing 


(22) 
ing nothing ſufficient ' for them- 
ſelyes) but they corrupt Marriage, 
and make Men Infidels alſo, in not 
ſufficiently providing for their Fa- 
milies 3 Elder Brothers being the 
Wensof Nature, they drawing all 
the juyce and nutriment of Farhers 
Eſtates to increaſe a protuberant 
pride, whilſt a jejune and hungry 
amnity is allotted to younger Bro- 
thers, Fathers not conſidering how 
barbarous they are to them, they 
having gained by their birth and. 
education as high a ſeace of the 
ſplendour of the World as elder 
Brothers : And 'tis as rational that 
that heigth of Spirit which isnatu- 
rally fuckt in by cuſtome, ſhould 
be ſatisfied as the natural neceſſities 
of Men are,Cuſtome being a ſecond 
Nature : and experience informs 
us how few of them thrive in the 
World, thatare thrown upon slo- 
venly 
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(23) 5” 
yenly employments, and forc'd to 
deny themſelves of that heighth 
they were bor at; Apprentices 
emulating the ſplendour of their 
elder Brothers, and become impa- 
tient of moving in fo low an Orbe, 
that Fathers, that to pleaſe them- - 
ſelves in the airy fancy of a name, 
(whichReligion expresly condemns 
as a ptece of folly) do allot fo poor 
a pittance to their younger Sons, 
that by their moderate induſtry in 
handſome employments, they can- 
not live as Gentlemen, and Marry 
equally, do become guilty of 
their Sons Fornication, which our 
Church deſervedly calls a deadly 
Sin : and they are more inexcuſa- 
ble Infidels, in not providing ſuf- 
fictently for them, when it wasin 
their power to doit, without put- 
ting themſelves to any trouble and 
pains for it, Religion thinking a 

C 4 double 
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double portion ſufficient to main- 
tain the ſplendour of juriſdiction:: 
' (though that meafure is. not . to 
oblige Parents ( mens eyes be- 
ing not ,to be evil, becauſe their 
Fathers are good) if Parents ſufh- 
ciently provide for their younger 
Children according to the heigth 
were born at, it matters not 
how vaſt the diſproportion be) 
The elderBrothers in the infancy of 

the Jewiſh Government , havin 
Juriſdiction and power of lite w. 
death in the Family, the excellen- 
cy of power and dignity being 
theirs; but they never having any 
ſuch power with us, they cannot 
in ftrict right portend for any ſuch 
diſproportion , no more then an 
eldeſt Daughter can do, where a 
man hath onely Daughters , her 
ſeigniority giving her no real ad- 
vantage 1n the Eſtate, they _—_ 
y 
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by. Religion and Law Parteners, 
and ſhare their Fathers Eftate e- 
qually 3 fo that that diſproportion 
that is now commonly uſed be- 
twixt Brothers,is not at all ground- 
ed upon Scripture, but is main- 
tained by the humour and pride of 
Parents, and the policy of the 
Law and Government ; in which 
reſpect it is rational the continu- 
ance of Families in honour and 
ſfplendour,being im ſome ſort requi-- 
the to maintain Monarchy, and not 
unreaſonable in reſpect of young- 
er Children, it leaving it in the 
power of Parents to diſpoſe of 
what they will to them, and hath 
no reaſon toſuppoſe Men unnatu- 
ral, it being a rule the Law hath 
preſcrib'd to it ſelf, that things une 
Juſt ſhall never be preſum'd, and 
the Law is onely barbarous (it a 


defet may deſerve that name) in 
not 


(26) 

not giving power [to, a Court of 
Equity to allot portions to the 
younger Children out of the inhe- 
ritance of Parents, in caſes of 
chance and accident , where Pa- 
rents die without having made any 

rovifion for them, the perſonal 

ſtates of Gentlemen generally 
not being conſiderable. 

And *tis alſo imprudent in for- 
ſaking the old cuftome of the 
World, in allowing that Daugh- 
ters ſhall have portions, it beg 
equally advantagious to them to. 
haye none, as to have any, they 
bejng in it all alike, then their 
beauty and perſonal worth, ſym- 
pathies of Nature would commend 
them in Marriage , when as now 
the ingenuous ſenſe of beauty, the 
handſomeneſs of temper and' alli- 
ance the yur ſtrokes cauſed by 
a ſympathy of Nature ( without 

which 
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which there is ſeldome a firm 
friendſhip) is chokt and dampt by 
intereſt and Marriage , which by 
ſome is deſervedly eſteemed a Sa- 
crament (ſo much hath Chriſtia- 
nity improv'd it in its inſtitution 
from what it was) is become a cu- 
ſtomary bargain, any Fellow emi- 
nent in Knavery that hath gain'd 
an Eſtate, ſhall by little odds in 
proportion prefer his Daughter in 
Marriage before any Gentleman 
that hath lived in an excellent 
good repute in his Countrey : So 
much hath the dirtineſs of a Con- 
monwealth with us prevailed-, 
which hath occaſioned ſo mighty 
increaſe of Womens Portions trom 
what they were formerly, and hath 
made it impcoſhible for Gentlemen 
to keep good Houſes, and leave 
their younger Sons and Daughters 
any conſiderable Fortunes, with- 

out 


(28) 

out at onee deſtroying all Families, 
when the other way of reducing 
them to no Portions (except when 
they are Heirs ) onely —_— 
| them competent Revennes out 0 
their Fathers Eſtate, till they Mar- 
fy, is more equitably conſiſtent 
with the Defign of Monarchy in 
preſervation of Families,and vaſtly 
more ſutable to Religion and 
Chriſtianity which never permit- 
ted fornication with common Har- 
lots, it being below the ingenuity 
of humane Nature, which delights 
ina mutual Love, and hath a Enk: 
of Beauty, onely as a Beaſt to lye 
with any to pleaſe his Luſt; and 
as it is Death to diſhonour humane 
Nature by bowing down and lying 
with a Beaſt, ſo the other of For- 
nication hath ſo much leſs of Sin 
mit, by how much more the in- 
genuity of humane Nature is gra- 
| tified 
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(29) 
tified in the ſenſe of Beauty and 
ar popomcnig of ies 
caſts are: capable of diſc 

and diſtinguithing amongſt theu 
own ſpecictles : Religion once per- 
xa, Wouthas P and Polygam 

(there being a Mutual love = 
the ingenuizy, of humane Nature 
in a great meaſure gratified aboye 
what Beaſts are capable of) till 
Chriſtianity ( the utmoſt accom- 
pliſhment of humane Nature) re- 
duced jt to, a fingle and mutual 
friend(hjp ,, 1t willing that Men 
ſhould be above the humour of 
Ben. Johnſons Bartholomew Cokes, 
ſnatcht away and carried out after 
every new: face and Puppy-ſhow. 
And that the ſober ſence of friend» 
ſhip in Mazxriage , and a natural 
love 'begot by Sympathies of 
Natures and .one joynt intereſt ,. 
{bould have a ſtronger influence 


upon 


(30) | 
upon them then the ſenſe of varie- 
ty, it having more of the noble- 
neſs of man 1n it, and is more be- 
coming a rational Creature, then 
the other of being taken with out- 
ward glitterings and firſt appear- 
ances, which hath more of Chil- 
diſhneſs in it, But Chriſtianity in 
its inſtitution of ſingle Marriage 
hath nor onely more of nobl&eſs 
in it, but doth conduce more to 
moderation then variety, and more 
of equity and juſtice init, Women 
having as much reaſon that Men 
ſhould be Wedded in a particular 
Loveto them as they are to Men. 
That to continue Portions to Wo- 
men, and Titles of Honour to 
Riches, whereby a precedency is 
in'd, doth both continue occa- 
 fions of Adultery, Men and Wo- 
men being byaſſed by intereſt in 
Marriage , and not having = 
ro 


(31) 

fixm friendſbip and love for each 
other, do ſeck for a greater happi- ! 
neſs abroad. Marriage without a 
ſober eſteem and love for each o- 
ther (bating the diſorder that is 
cauſed in the World by fornicati- 
on) being but-a more folemn and 
creditable .way of it , it vaſtly 
failing of the Chriſtjan inſtitution 
which wills that men fhould love 
their Wives as their ownfleth, and 
alſo neceſlarily inforces fornicati- 
ons, the- little annuitics of: young- 
er Brothers not permitting them to 
make a Marriage-Bargain.. - Our 
Church in prohibiting fornication; 
without a probable contrivance 
how younger Brothers ſhall be in 
a capacity of Marrying, being but 
to them in ſome meaſure Egyptian 

Task-Maſters. 
But Princes do not cnely flag 
into the dirtineſs of a Common- 
wealth 


(32) 
wealth by forſaking the: true in+ 
ſtitution of Titular Honours , in 
making them the Rule of prece- 
dency, -and the purchaſe of riches, 
and not; teſtimonials of eminent 
Service done their Countrey, -but: 
they further deviate from the cx- 
cellency of Monarchical Govern- 
ment, which exceeds. Common- 
wealths, as much as wwe ſee ſtately 
Fabricks built by the fingle con-: 
trivance of one head, exceeds in 
beauty and uniformity the Builds. 
ings that are raiſed by the humo- 
rous fancy of ſeyeral,” each piece 
being handſome in it ſelf, when 
the whole is ugly, hike: Dameta's 
Furniture, there being no Relation 
or Kindred betwixt one another, 
ſo. Monarchy exceeds Common» 
wealths, in that its difpatches are 
by the uniform contrivance of one 
Head, in which there is more of 
| expedition 
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Wl: (33) \ 
expedition and beauty , ther in 
Commonwealths where equal au- 
thority and ſeveral fancics retard 
buſineſs, Commonyealths being 
forc'd to att Monarch-wile in :;thewr 
greateſt actions, Wars being com- 
mitted to the management of one 
ſole General ) and their mutual 
complyances are as in the mixture 
of ſeveral colours, each loſes it 
proper beauty, and a different 
third refults from both 5. ſo Mao- 
narchs that a& upon their own 
fancies, and are not ſo good Ar- 
chitects as to make uſe of the Line 
to compare their own - Superſtry* 
ture, with , preceding Monarchs 
Foundations , ' do make a great 
many deformities and uglinetes in 
the politick Fabrick, they -forſa- 
king the ſober Foundationof An-; 
tiquity which contended it {elf 
with Earl and Baron, have grady- 
D ally 


(34) 

ally to ſhew the intereſt men have 
in their fayours, and to pleaſe the 
pride of Favourites erefted ſeve- 
ral degrees of Honours, Edward 
the third creating the Degree of 
Dukes, Aichard the ſecond Mar- 
queſles, Hemry the ſixth Vicounts, 
theſe being all Titles cf Preceden- 
cy, and have no proper and pe- 
culiar imployments and in muni- 
ties belcnging to them, a Paron 
the loweſt degree of Nobility be- 
ing a Peer, and as great in the 
privitecgen in Law,as any of them; 
ing James created the Title of 
Barcnet, which hath nothing ſo 
much of preterce, as the other 
Titles of Ncbility have, they be- 
Ing near companicns cf the Prince, 
the advantages cf it being as eon- 
fiderable as juriſdiQticn, and were 
originally created upon pretence 
of jurifdiftion and imployments, 
| when 


69) 

when asthis hath no ſuch prere; eG 
but was an invention of the'Pr 

to furtiſh horifelf | pick i nu tle bo 
wards the Iriſh War, he SEA 
to find ſuch 4 niaiber If Phot Ee. 
wards it , for which they had 2 
bloody hand given the A their 
Eſcutchion, whenas a Childs rat- 
tle had been valtly more, roper, 
none of them beihg g p& onally 
engaged in it. And nothing mgre 
unreaſonable then for this Title 
to bea degree of blood, con der- 


ing the German cuſtome , cre 


the Children inherit the © Holi: 

alike, is not on foot in 'F; I 
ounger Sons of many of the G- 
biliry wearing no other Ti th heri 
that of Gentleman, thar a.C ragd- 
Child to an Earl by a youhger Son 
thall be a Gentleman in' blood in- 
friour to a Grafier that hath pur- 
chaſed a Baronerſhip, and by cu- 
D 2 ome 
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ſtome be compelled to- pay a re- 
ſpet to him as his ſuperiour Gen- 
tleman. And it i not rational in 
it {elf, all the Sons of a Baronet 
being in all reaſon to be Baronets 
as well as the eldeſt, it being as 
orcat a piece of zen-ſence fot the 
eldeſt to. be a Baronet and the 
youngeſt none, as for a Gentle- 
manseldeſt Sen to bea Gentleman 
and the reſt not, a mans blood 
ruhning equally to them all, and 
thoſe Titles of the Nobility that 
the eldeſt Sons have, is in reſpeGt 
of the juriſdiction and peevage that 
falls upon them , none being fo 
fond as to think that a younger 
Brother of any of the Nobility is 
not a Gentleman equal in blood 


to his elder. But it is not onely ri- ' 


diculous in that reſpe&, but it 
doth alſo fundamentally deſtroy 


Gentry , the Foundation of Mo- 


narchy, 
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narchy, Gentleman being the ſub- 
ſubſtantial Title, and. univerſal 
throughout the World, Nobleman 
being the proper Title. of eyery 
Gentleman, he being a Man Ex 
Familia nova, and hath Jas Ima- 
ginur, in liew of which our Coat- 
Armour comes, the other Titles 
being but as accompanying juri(- 
dition, and are confined within 
the narrow limits of particular 
Kingdomes, or elle are teſtimoni- 
als of perſonal Service, as Knight- 
hood which dies with the perſon, 
that nothing more idle can be 
thought cn, then for a particular 
Prince to erect a new degree of 
Blood above the Title of Gentle- 


 4|man, which is univerſal inall-Na- 


tions. A further Title there is, 
which the humour of the World 
hath made, called, Eq; Maſter 


{**/der faying, that originally they 
| D 


3 were 


(38) 
were ſuch that attended upon 
Knights at their Creation 3 and; 
the Filttour of the World catching 
hotd'ow-it; applyed it ro any hope-' 
fil Gentteman, and now 1s culſto- 
marily'uſed, to any rich-man, and, 
isbecoihe in common repute here- 
ditary! "When Princes thus forſake 
the ſober inſtitution of things, and, 
forgetting their own Majeſty,poor- 
ly become Servants to their Sub- 
jets pride, they confound the or- 
der'of things, and beget confufions, 


& 
_ 
La 


diſeontents, and' troubles in the: 


Worl#;' for it being reaſon which 
diſtnguifterth us from Beaſts, fo 


it"is an excellency of reaſon, an, 


acquired inſight into the liberal] 
a&s,” and a noblenefs of temper' 
and generoſity of Spirit that diſtim- 
my; us one from another, a 
iberty of- will beipg onely that 


whichys purely naturally ours, abd., 


he 
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he that imploys his utmoſt reaſon 
in queſt of what is beſt, accom- 
panied with a generous reſolve to 
purſue it, is the moſt worthy per- 
ſon, fuch a perſon valuing himſelf 
as he hath made uſe of his liberty : 
and if he be accompaniedwith the 
additions of Honour and Riches, 
as he thinks himſelf not much ſa- 
periour to any for them, fo if he 
wantthem he doth not think him- 
ſelf much inferiour to any by rea- 
ſon of them, and that further 
diſtintion which Religion and the 
Divine Spirit begets, is in the 
improving of this Nobleneſs of 
temper to a generous aver 
of hard{hips, the province and, 
task of each Chriſtian being 2 
ſelf-denyal, fo that ir cannot be 
in the prerogatative of a Prince 
that can not make one hair white 


-| or black, to diſtinguiſh men, and 
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(49) 
make one a moxe worthy -perſon 
then another (worth beiug always 
in ſuppoſition. to accompany iI1- 
tular Honours) the natural: ynpo{- 
ſibility of the thing making it out 
of his prerogative , | and: the-be; 
{towing of Honour upon Men'up- 
on that ſcore, is an uſurpation bp- 
on the natural rights of all- Men, 
all that 1sin a Princes prerogative 
being to make a Gentleman, with 
which there 41s ſuppoſed alwaysa 
natural nobleneſs - of ; temper and 
civil education; accompanying , 
which;removes Men from Peaſan- 
try, and Knighthood ;- or- elſe 
Nobility, on which there is immu- 
nitics and juriſdition attending. 
- The reſpettto them being paid to 
maintain an Order in the World, 
and that the reverence to their 
Perſons might beget obedience to 
their commands, they being ſup- 
a: | poſed 
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poſed too wiſe to be fool'd by the 
reſpect that others pay them, into 
a ſtrange over-weeniug eſteem of 
themſelves, equal civility in all 
private 'converſe' being the intereſt 
of 'ithe World as well as the com- 
mand of 'Scripture , ' Religion ra- 
tionally commanding that' each 
ore ſhould in honour preferre 
one afore another, none know1 

the original talent of another, 'al- 
though he may find himſelf” in 
attual accompliſhments anothers 
ſuperiour, yet the other may have 
made a more proportioned im- 
provement, and ſobe a more pe 
nerous and worthy perſon then he, 
Mens worth being to be computed 
according to their different talents; 
which being concealed, none can 
know the improvement and worth 
of another, a relative being not 
to be known, but by the know- 
Wi ledge 


(42) 
Ic of both the terms, Religion 
in_this commnant furthering the 
peae2. of the World, none envy- 
- 1ng. and grudging a friends ad- 
vanc2.nent to Honour and Wealth, 
wao/ cantinaes his former/ equal, 
kindazſs, his friendihip ſharing; 
then in. his Hoawar with him, it; 
bing a ſapercilious pride,,a grave 
Atrinz2nels to Familiars that make; 
Men eavyed by them : So when 
M:t, to whom cuſtome allows 
a reverence anJ rſpet to main» 
tain the O:der of the World do 
mil-interpret it, and flatter them- 
ſelyzs into. a belicf of they know 
nx waat exc2llencies,- imputing 
that as. due to their proper. merit, 
waich is given theav'in reſpet of : 
their juriſdi tion, oras coming un- 
der the notion of old- Age, be- 
com? proud, and d»mineering 
and abus'd by their falſe Opinion, 
grow 


[LMI ru =  _ T7F#. . %. ' 


WLIA 


DS _IE_n- E—_—_— —eus OO. 
. - w 


| Titles onely without juri 


(43) 
grow. ambitious. of being. diſtin-- 


ouiſhed by ſevcral Titles, . they 


prayoke Men to envy, and-occa- 
fion Wars: and Tumults in the 
World; For as Sir Frazcis Bacon ; 
obſerves that there is a, vaſter dif- 
proportion, and a more, diſterni- 
ble difference from no noiſe-ta the 
ſound of one Trumpet, then there 
is from the ſound of one to the 
ſound of two, ſo there is a vaſter 
difference from Peaſantry to the 


civil education. of a Gentleman , 


. then there is to the more indiſ- 


cernible accompliſhments of great- 
er Titles,it being juriſdiction. onely 
that diſtinguiſheth them from Gen- 
tlemen, the accompliſhments: of 
Gentlemen running as high as any 
of greater Titles, that jt is.yaſtly 
unreaſonable to make them: pay a 
reſpect to any that hath om | 
iction, 

and 


(44) 
and deprive them of the priyi- 
] old Age in equal education 


cha h, they being acquaint- 


ed roo familiarly with the fplen- 


dour of the World, to be dazled 


with a ſplendid appearance as with 
their Miftreſſes Beauty, and in 
that reverential amazement be ob- 
liged to think all their ations hand- 
ſome, they being able to break 
through thoſe filmes of imagina- 
tion and intanglements of Porgeous 
apparel, - and ſtand upon equal 
terms, and fee their perſonal de- 
fets, and have as high an eſteem 
for themſelves as they can without 
being Fools allow forthem 3 that to 
oblige men of equal parts, educa- 
tion, Families, to pay a reſpetto 


Men that they are no wayes obli- 


ged to, doth provoke them to Re- 
bellion, pride of Life being one of 
opt ning Ss the 


! 
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(45) | 
the many and chiefeſt branches of 
thatexact Diviſion of the Apoftles 
concerning all things in this world, 
they being either to pleaſe the luſt 
of the Fleſh, the luſt of the Eie, or 
pride of Lite; this laſt being the 
piquant Sawce which gives a plea- 
ling relliſh to the other of the luſk 
of the Eie, Haman's Riches and 
Honour being nothing ſatisfactory 
when Mordecsi did not pay him a 
reſpect; the Natural needs of men 
being not ſo great, 'we' neither ha- 
ving the bodies of Etephants to 
cloath, or the paunches of Whales 
to fill, that we ſhould be-earneſt- 
ly covetous after any immoderate 
abundance, nor is a moderate De- 
cency and Splendor fo craving of 
it, but to appear in a Splendor 
ſufficient to dazle weak eyes, and 
to contract a Worſhip,the cunny 

- Q 


(45) | 
bf the Moon making the old dim- 
fighted world kiſs their hand$and 
bow to it, or freed from that airy- 
heſs more ſordidly and dirtily- to 
indulge themſelves in the thought 
bf being envyed and honour'd for 
them, like that Athenian Horace 


fpeaks of : 


He Baſe and Rich contemn'd 
the Peoples Cries, 

And with the thought of"'s 
Gold thus wip'd his eyes 5 

When ſcorn'd by Peoples hifs, 1 

' bugg my ſelf and think 

How much I am envyed for my 

hoarded Chink., 


This Pride being the great en- 
joyment of Riches, which occaſio- 
ned Philoſophers to with-draw into 
# Quiet and Solitary Life, they be- 
i ing 
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ing tco ncble pcerly to allow any 
man their Supericir by reaſon of 
them , 'and tcc wiſe and Lcnef} to 
trouble the wc1!d it. gair.irg a Su- 
periority to themſelves, but at an 
eaſer rate. freed themſelves fiom 
Debaſement , by with drawing 
(as out of a Sroaky Room) into 
a Solitary Life ; init ſhewing, that 
ſince the Cuſtcome of the world 
would not allow them to be Rich 
mens Eqrals, they ſcorn'd to live 
their Inferiours 3 others more im- 
ang and turbulenter ſpirited 

ave treubled the world., and 
wrought themſelves up, Ceſar not 
enduring a Superiour , profeſſ; 
he would rather be Firſt in a little 
Village then Second at Rome. 
Pompey's pride (in not allowing 
him his Equal) making him medi- 
tate a Warrz Experience of all 


Ages 
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Ages as well as Religion informing 
us, that Warts comes - of mens 
luſts 3 they luſt,and have they not 
fight,and defire to have ? The na- 
tural trivialneſs of humane Nature 
being ſuch,that Juſtice is corrupted 
for a piece of bread,a Fiſh propos'd 
2s a dangerous Competitour with 
the Nobleneſs of our Saviour in our 
Love. That 'tis no wonder to ſee 
Warrs and Tumults the conſe- 
quence of a Childiſh and Woman- 
ih pride, all men being born chil- 
dren, and few ſo generousiy noble 
as to diveſt themſelves wholly of 
thoſe Opinions they ſuckt in when 
children , the - induſtry of the 
wiſeſt States-men and the aſter- 
improvements of men in Edu» 
cation generally being made uſe 
of to make good .the Tenents 
and Humours their Mothers at 
Suck taught them. The pre- 
0! rence 
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tence” of Religion in Warr 
(as-an ingenuous Perfbn obſerves 
but as Mountebanks Bills, whic 
_ Fools, when as the wiſer 


and Rebellion, (that of Solomon 
being experimentally tyu6, Caft 
the Scorner, and Contention 

wer ceaſe)thatto give Old Age 
its Due am Men of: equal 
Education; and to'take away ho» 
nour from Riches, is at. 'once ithe 
way tomtroduce Peace and Plenty 
ty in the Warld, Honour beingithen 
an Attendant- on Education/and 
Old Age, Prerogatives which-ao 
violence can wreſt from: them z 
when as to plant Honour eaRiches, 
(which are accidental and ſubjec& 
to be raviſh't from Men) -is that 
E which 


(50) 
which begets Warrs-in the world, 
men knowirF' that if by violence 
or fraud they can get 

wealth, Houour will be naturally 
an Attendant 3 and it will make 
that Stock of Wealth there: is5in 
the world continually on foot and 
ing : when as if men with Eſtates 
can purchaſe Titles, and let it be a 
piece of Courtefie for them tobe | 

civil to-one, and-exact a ref 

from others ex debit juftitid, t 
is no provocation to /a 'handſome 
expence of their Eſtates, they then 
_——_ a reſpect when hoar- 
ed.. And it would advance and 
pertinently' purſue the excellency 
of : Monarchical Governmenr.z U- 
niverfities (where Seniority. and 
Excellency of Parts and Learning 
are the Meaſure of Honour.) being 
in danger of being deſtroyed by 
the late Contrivers of a'Common- 
/ ; wealth ; 
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wealthz that to aduance that my 
of Honour in the world; is to 


,vance Menarchy the contrary Go- 


vernment, and-to make it ſhine in 
its full perfection, it being G_g_ 
perty of Monarchy to produce 
men Generously Brave, a Noble- 


neſs of Temper being naturally 
ſuckt in from a heighth of Educa- 


- tion; which, if ſtrein'd up to too 


proud a pitch, and honour is given 
to Children that wears Titles, it 
makes them too dainty and Lady- 
figger'd for Buſineſs, natural- 
ly enjoying a Reſpect ke an toyl- 
ing for it from all that converſe' 
with them; whenas to make them 
pay a Reſpe@ to Old Men of equal 
and-Education , 1s to-put 
them upon their Induſtry and uſe 
of their Parts, to merit Imploy- 
ments and gain Honour by them 3 


it being prudentially uſefull in a 
E 2 Monarchy, 


(52) 
Monazchy,;that there ſhould be for 
the Nobility 'Gurther: and greater 
Honours attending ion [Places and 
Imployments, :then'-any : Subjefts 
Family: ſhould thereditarily'! en- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
An Anſwer to an ObjeStton. 


Objezon 3s, That Parents are 
not unjuſt in their Portions 
vo Younger Brothers ,. by. 
reaſon of the Callings and 
Imployments they bring 
them up to. L 


An(wer. 


M7 of them are not brought 

up to any; and thoſe that 

are, ſeem not to be obliged 

in conſcienc to emulate the Pride of 

the world, and toyle in. a Profcjſion 
E 4 


fo 


(2) 
fo arrive at an immoderate Splen- 
dour, Covetouſnefs being truly fiyF'd 
in Scripture the Sin of Idolatry. 
For 4s' it was Tdolatry t0' be fool'd 
by ones Fancy into « Worſhip of any 
thing that appeared in any c 
able Splendonr, ſo it was by reaſon 
of that Pomp and Splendour that 
Rich men appeared, in that they 
contrafed a Worſhip and divine 
Emperours being look# at as Gods, 
and Your Worlhip became. an Epi- 
thet: for a very ordinary Greatnep. 
And it is indiſputably certain, that 
amaz'd Fancy is Superſtition in the 
Faculty : For as we ſee the ſelf 

ſame River running through ſeveral 
Conntries and Channels gaines ſeve- 
ral Names, ſo our Fancyes. amaz/d 
with the Beanty of Women #called 
Love, with fear. of anothers anger 
and courage-cowardice's or if 
amaz'd with they know not what 


timerous 
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HIMRT O00 of the Deity, 
or if the" ſolemne retiredneſs of 4 
Grove ftrikeupon their Fancyes,and 
begets « Reverence, and 5 _ 
ve Worſhip from them; t 
_ _ Childsfomeſs of anperſtition, 
Fancy above 
ow being:the Worſbip of Fools, 
-——_ «nd properly ſo s calls + 
That to neceſſitate 
men to nomns for an immoderate 
Wealth, above what makes for their 
wateral needs,and above a Decency, 
* at once to force men tobe Fools, 


ſuperſtitions, and ignoble in deſcen- 


ding below the heighth of their 
Reaſon and Education , in admi- 
ring and earneſily contending for 
8plendour , their Reaſon ſeen 
through and their | Birth famili- 
arly acquainted them with. Tt 
being rational, that a Government 


foould be ſo modell'd that men may 


live 


4) 
live comtentedly of a Little, freed 
from the contempt of Superiours, 
(the Old Saying being true even to 
this day, Nil pejus in ſe habet 
Paupertas quam quod reddit ho- 
mines efſe contemptos) and rot 
forc't in their behaviour ſlaviſhly to 
pleaſe the demmre pride of another, 
it being as great a piece of Baſeneſs 
and $laviſhneſs that the Government 
throws men upon in forcing them to 
pay a Reſpe# to greater Titles, as 
if it compell'd them to pimp to their 
Luſts and Lechery. Men according 
to Reaſon and Religion paying Ho- 
our to others,. out of Charity to 
themſelves that the others worth 

"might be more deeply impreſſed by 
the Reverence they pay to their 
Perſons, their Precepts being more 
eaſily admitted when their Perſons 
are honoured, too great a Familia- 
rity breeding Contempt. And the 


ſelf 
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ſelf ſame Charity which makes them 
pay 4 Rope to ethers ; for their 
own good Will prompt them to with- 
draw it, "when they perceive it to 
increaſe others Pride , and makes 
them bugg themſelves in the proud 
thought of their Riches, others ſtri- 
ving with ſo mnch earmeſineſs for 
that Splendour and © Riches, the 
are Maſters. of making to pride 
themſelves in thew. Which ever 
conſiderative Heathens have laught 
at that Humonr. Lucretius glad- 
ding himſelf in the calm retreat of 
Reaſon Philoſophy contemnes 
the world : 


How pleaſant in that Temple 
to reſide , | 
By Leaming rais'd and Wilſe- 
dom fortifi'd > 
From thence to ſee how wan- 
dring Mortals ſtray, 
x And 


O) 
And through thick miſts of 


theit way, 
Cont mend awe In det No- 


bility, 
tk hy x and night their fa- 


To pr lhe OI Wealth 
and climb on high. Tx 


O wretched: minds (1 men, 
depriv'd of Liz 
Through what k Errvrs 

ow dark a ke 3 

Force you your weary ſteps, 
and: catinot ſee 

How Nature onely craves a 
Body free 

From Pated 1n; a chearful 
minde pofleſt 

of ſafe Delights, by care nor 
fear oppreſt 


A 
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G) 


A ſecond Anſwer is, That 
whil't the Gras grows the Horſe 
ſtarves. Profeſſions wot bringing in 


Poverty, whengs if Honour was ta- 
here away from Kiches, the nncon- 
cexn'd Charity of Mew. would be 
reedy apow all Occaſions to furniſh 
ſuch that ds —_ themſclues 
in Idlezef( fach by Scripture not 
Pubend euppion, rhe boning 
wit 4, 4U7 

no other SR for their a 
dart Riches then to give 10 deſer- 
wing Perſons 5 none then | 
to fear to engage iu the world,whilft 
the earth is ſufficient to maintain 
thew all. W NOW MORE Can in 
_— baÞtily engage by Marri- 


age in the ey of 
heir 


"IF! 
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their Profiſſone they being like Lot- 
geries , Where' Oxe 'hits \Tperty | 


milles. 


A third #, That men of inge- 
nuous Tempers and Education 
ought to have Profeſſions ſuitable 
-to their Tempets. \ And that hath 
"ſomething init beconving a Noble 
and Ingenoms Senſe of Things, and 
#ot be forc's to Drudge all their 
Lives for Money :" Wheiins Profeſ- 

s are.ouly now to gain Money, 
and hath little of ther handſomnef 
of Temper requiſite to them. 


A Souldier of Fortune, as it -is 
nrlawful for « Chriſtian to (pro 
FF, ſo it hath nothing of an hawd> 
ſome Paſſron in it , when there *t 
mo ſenſe of the. Canſe' for which 
they fight, Warrs being undertaken 
in default | of ordinary Juſtices 


 Sonulaiers 


| 


— 


SY  S way TD ww T8 aw bl 


(9) 


, | Sonldiers that fight in good Canſe 


' being but more noble Executioners 
end Judges of tryumphant Villa- 


MES, 


The profeſſuon of the Law as now 

it ſtands, hath little to. pleaſe the 
ingenuows ſenſe of doing and 
juitly for . poſhtive Lews in Civil 
watters dfter promulgated, become 
juſt and equitable, by reaſon it is 
ſuppoſed that the parties dired their 
intentions to the Law in all their 
contra&s. But when Judges do vain« 
ly attempt: to meet. with all new 
Emergencies and variety of Caſes 
by. Preſidents, they make the Laws 
ſo mmerous and voluminows, that 
moſt of it is wholly concealed yo the 
greateſt part that live under it, that 
whin their Contrats and. Bargains 
be adjudged by thoſt abitr ait- 


ed Rnles, they knew not, nor had 
an 


(20) 
an tye to, in their Contralds the 
deterneizcations — Or "if 
determined upon Iyrking quertes 
(45 it oft falls out) and Caſes not 
determined at the time of the Con- 
treat, whereby it became impoſſible 
for the parties to have anege t0 them 
at the tinge of the Contra, the de+ 
terminations are wijuſt. It being 
e prudent rule-the Law hath (though 
it #s net obſorved) Jura adaptan- 
turad ca que frequenitiusaccidunt, 
Preſidents and poſitive Laws in all 
reaſon ought to meet with thoſe 
emergencies that commonly full out, 
the reft being to be determined by 
natxral equity": ' and it is rational 
that the Judges ſhould make 20 
binding Preſident without a Parli+ 


ament being conſulted with. But | 


nat onely in reſpet#. of the nuwe+ 
rouſneſs of "the poſitive - Laws the 
determinations are unjuſt, but alſo 
| in 
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in reſped of the nicities , introdu- 
ced in Phadings and Prattice, uy- 
on which. Cauſes go off, and many 
times are finally determined , the 
Judges, Ffaxce Edward #be third s 
time hawing wſurp'd an Authority, 
and have. determined Canſes upon 
their own introduced pradices in 
their Courts. 
-. And this mehappineſs is - 
ly. attendant on all Profeſſions , 
that the earneſt thought of Gain 
end" Riches hangs like « Cloud 
over them, and hinders them freely 
to enjoy their own thoughts, which 
muit weeds continue ſo, ſo long as 
Men by cn5tome are to contend for 
fo. arrive at thoſe Pomps and Va- 
uities which: they vowed ag 


| their Baytiſae, ooo Sica rtr- 


provoked by the pride of anothers 
grandenr ) being able to purſue 
mm with" thet careleſeſs - owr 


F Saviour 
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Saviour commands, he command- 
ing that we ſhould take no thought 
- for this life, what we ſhall eat of 
drink, nor yet for our bodies, what 
' weſhould pat on, the Gentiles, ſeek- 
ing after theſe things , Chriiligns# 
being firſt ta ſeek, the Kingdowe of. 
Heaven, . and all things elſe ſhall 
be added unto them, How rational 
and eaſie this command of our $a- 
viours #, will be eafily diſcerned 
by any that conſiders man of him- 
ſelf without relation to others. 
Adam: when alone. in the Gardes, 
without being accompanied by any 
his own ſpecies, having then no 
rther necd then the ſatisfaion 
of his natural appetites, but when 
ambition and pride grew np, and 
planted themſelves amongit Mem , 
and they began to — one 4an- 
other to envy aad vain-glory, Rich- 
es became. neceſſary to pleaſe: their 
| proud 
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proud vain-gloricns humour , they 
appearing in a gorgeous pomp, On 
purpoſe to contra a reverence and 
reſpet? from Men. But this way 
honoxr being prohibited \.by  Rel:- 
giom' 4s fit for Fools and Children, 
the uſe of Riches in a greaf me aſure 
falls to the ground, Religion ha- 
ving taken care to free the pooreſt 
from contempt , that none hath 4a" 
greater care incumbent on them , 
then competent to provide for thoſe 
of their own Families. Neither are 
they requiſite to throw a man into 4 
capacity of ſerving his Countrey in 
any publick employments, perſonal 
abilities being of greater concerx , 
and of greater uſefulneſs to the pub- 
lick, then an eitate to appear in 4 
ſplendowr,above a decency,any of 201, 
a year being capable of being made 4 
Juitice of Peace Stat. f 18, Hen. 6. 
and the places of Sherivalty aro 

almoſi 
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almoſt maintained ont of the profits 
of them however might be, if they 
would confider that Halberd-Men 
are the proper Attendants on Judg-- 
es, Und that Livery-Mem are ont of 
faſhion, as attendants on Gentle- 
men, and that two or three Foot- 
Mcn wonld be far more gentile and 
faſhionable for a Sheriffe then Live- 
ry-Men. 
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